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YANKS AT HINGES IN COUNTER OFFENSIVE BELOW. SOISSONS
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ported by the 2Sth, south of the Marne
to the ecastward of ChateawThierry, _ .
each bore a glorious part in this shat- _ o -
ering of the German attack, which s ~
will be mentioned in a little more de-
121l when the service of these individual
divisions in the counter-offensive Is
taken up.
The Counter Stroke

On July 1S, when the enemy had in-
volved practically divizions—or about
o5 per cent of his total forces on the
Woestern front——in his hopeless drive in
the Champagne and the easiern side of
the Marne satient, Marshal Foch struck.

AP

bavarsine

And he struck nt the plice where it i try
would hurt the enemy the most—ag the T s
western side of the Marne sallent, :3 N =
where éuceess would enable hlm fo cut .

the eommunications of the German

b) og fighting desperately on the other
side of the saiient aud then lo cither
erush those forces between the clesing
wings of his own or elxe oblige them to
hrenk off the battle benexth the raining
blows of their opponents and retrest
under the most diffienit. conditions.
tegarding  the  Champagne-Chiteau-
Thierry segment as isolated from the
rest of the Western froni, the maneuver
of Marshal I there wats gulite siml-
Inr, on a hugel iti to that
of Lee in the Chancelle
of 1863, when the left v
army, operafing ag
and  its communie
izedd by the Confeder
Heiuhts ami X while the
Confederate left, under Juckson, erushed
in the Unjon risht west of Chancellors-
ville and foreed Hooker to petreat from
the salient he had seized south of the

d mpiign
ng of Hooker's
inst ¥Fridericksburg
jons, wius immobil-
Maurye's

-
i
§ik)

Ruapidan, just as the Alles forceed the

Germans (o retreat frmn the sationt First and S d Divi ] £
¢ hadd seized south of the Vexle
it has alwars been coneeded that exiremities of the Initial attnek the ravines, cutting down to the Aisne, along

ity whole front, while the left brigade of
the 1st Division, clipping off their heads,
waus more or less helped along by the
right brigade, which was on more Ievel
sroumnd

< plan of action at
forsville was eaeclind by nothing
unjess wis by the brillianey  with
which subordipates med his troops
exeeuted it so it was with the plan of
Marshal Foeh; his Fremseh amd Awmer-
forems carried 1 throngh with a
ssionn il gnllaniry worthy of the

el command had placed Amel
sjons; those on the left nesr
Aisne and those on the right near Chi-
teau-Thierry. Between these two points
the front bulged westward, especially
just south of the Foret de Villers-
Cotterets. To driving into the center of
the salient, the capiure of the highlands
southwest of Solssong wis g necessary
prefiminary, after which the rest of the
front would naturally pivet upon these
highlands  in swinging  northeast and

Enemy Thoroughly Alarmed

“The progress of the Ist Division was,
therefure, brought to an end for the day,
but it had virtunlly secomplisbed its ap-
i 1 task, and taken about 30 field
s Trmm. and 150mu., most
the JMis

bhest traditions of hotly serviees.
On July
inx

17 the Germans were holds
1y O fmeters of the
of their satient from Chi

the

WFhierry {0 tie River Alsue porth- [oorth townrd the Yesle of ‘them in aux-Bols ravine,

1 of Sol with 11 divisions, and It was to the task of capturing the and sunething lilg 2,000 prisouers, of

o in support, unless the {preater pare of the highlands that the whom 500, Including a batlalion com-

Gix  reserve divisions in the sulfent, [1st and 2nd Unlted States Divisions, mander and sm‘ergn other officers, were

which wore doubtless prinarily Intended Jtogether with the Ist Morocean, were taken at one time in 8 quarry by o band-
to be used in the attaek wwler way on fassigned. At the same time, it wis fal of Amerieams.

the other tank, cowd be so copsidered. fneces v that the troops at the apex That  the enemy was thoroughly

The Al ann the other hand, bad 1210f the salient should themselves for a alarmed by the smashing attack which

divisions in Zine on this same front, with was s0 rapidly overrunning his vitally

while mark thme and et 6s a pivot to

ten more imte eIy behind resdy folthose toward fhe Foret de Villers- important x»os§_li3 5 on “the h_ighmm]s
take their pli in line for the assanlt fCotterets while the hatter were himmer- southwest of Soissons™ was plainly evi-

early nest morn denced by the fact that that night he
. threw his XXXIVth Division into line
on the front between Missy-aus-Bols
and Ploisy, between (he XIth Bavarian
and the XLiind Divisions, and pui his
XXVI{Ith Diviston into the head of the
Chuzelle ravine, confronting Chaudun.

At 4 c'clock on the morning of the

ing in the westward bulge of the front
and strafghtening I oul to swing north-
ward Hka o zute closing on the Vesle.

'his was the difienlt, duty given, on
the right of the attaek, to the 2tth
Privision, which was Iater to be uasked,
after the straightening provess shonld
have been completed, to reverse ifx role

Without Warning from Guns
Thix as<ani, which wis not preceded

ndvies

diminished,
wept ever 3

1 otk nn

HE

previsely

the morning of the 1Sth abmg the entire | O " e s deres T119th the Ist Division started ahead {at!
S0 Kilometars from the Asne to g ,”:;t b:(l:::i‘:z;;“rl;‘n st‘;)lem‘{!:ikf "ﬁ. (;{m""-l-(\- agnin for an ohjective line reaching
Thierry. Al the whale fine o :“-i‘i..s"fm,, any of U,e"“_'”“p; to rlw rz-qm Berzy-le-Sec.  on the  western
fnw artitlers s fore yp e grommt foft of it R “Iheights overlooking the valley of the

in front of the Infaatry, atd by nicht- P , . . Oy river and the sheaf of important
Fall the Bitier b smashed tirough the | The work of the 3rd United Stmles|pyjlways and reads Iying within it
Gormian trenel systenis o i aeerge | L Ivision cast of Chittean-Thierry. and b utheustward to Buzanes, a villnge on
Aepth af ahont four kilometers, amd had of the other Allied forees extending 10 by opposite side of the valley men-
tiken 17000 prisoncers and 0 gons. Relms could not, of course, begin until | 1ioned,

all this attack to the westward was well
under way and until the German attack
itself was stopped angd  driven back.
Then they, too, Hke another gate pivot-
ing on Reims. with the 3rd United
Suites Division at the swinging edge,
might close to the Vesle

Prom that dny on the attaek, «
i undiminished viger, continued to
HIGHITE waindn sometimes
or, xometimes fess distance, but al
“The direct resnlt
therinz of e German infth-

o, onee aaped for adl
Alressdy by the S0th the Germans had
given up the left of their ek on the
Champn front =2 und were
withd ing their sarpius troaops from
there, Bnt they were sti i
tn exploit their slight ind S
i 1d the Marne, while

1t was not intended that either of the
villages should be caplured by the 1st
Divislon, but only the ground berween
them, as Ber i 5 In the sector
of the 153rd French Division and
ancey I that of the Morecenn Divis
The 18th and 16th Infantry immedistely
jumped forwnrd to Chazelle, halfway
between Chaudun and the Solssons-I'uris
raihway.

The 26th and 28th Infuntry, galied In
front by the fire from the Ploisy ravine
and in the rear by that from the Missy:

s{ained

Rifles and Enthusiasm
There were vartons reasons why the
Amerlean divisions were given such im-
portant places along the offensive front,
bhut amoeng the reasons were the fact

tween Hetr they | that they were lurge, full divisions con- [qux-Bois ravine, could not struggle be-
had  thickemed  their hard prossed line | taiuing approximately 25000 men escl rond the Solssons-Parls highway, though
from Chiatean/Thivrey to the sue o 4 detachment of French tanks accom-

nlmost, twlee ax many rifles as the aver-
age PFrench division—and the further
fact that they possessed enthusiasm and
ndurance, unsapped hy four years of
war, and dogged determination.

Fhe 1st Division, commanded by Mal
Gen. Charles P. Summerall, went over
the tap that morning into the gray dawn
of the platean between Catry and Missy.
sux-Bols, in lne from right to left,
18t Infantry and 16th Infantry, mak-
ing up the 1st Brigade, under Brig.
Gen. Jolun . Hines: 26th Infantry and
28th  Infantry, making up the 2nd
Brigade, under Rrig. Gen. Beaumont It

P odivisions, with four in reser

iy ihe 2Hh they had 20 divi
hetween Heims msd the  vielnity
Chitesu Thierey, which latter town they
had last, and these 20 were teying un-
sHecengf R fo Lokl Jumek the Alled
eounter-affepsive on a frant where g few
days bhefore the G ans had counted
1% divisions us sutlicient o carry for-
ward their own offeasive,

At the

panying them waddled ahead and was
st to pieces ou the edge of the Ploisy
ravine.

At Right Angles to Sector

The left was now so far behind the
right that the front lay almost af right
angles to the divisional sector. It was
necossary (o rectify the alignment before
any further general progress could bhe
made, and In u savage atiack at 5:80
that evening the 2nd Brigade partly ae-
complished it, eleaving the head of the
DPloisy ravine and tuking a large propor-

now hnd 21 div

1 Hue, iuospite of
swhich they had

1y heen pinchied ont

of half the s amd were mercly | Buck.  In front of them, across the |tion of au additional 1.000 prisoners and
flzhting 1 reur ri batile to cover |trenches of the German VIth, XIth 29 field guns, The divisional easuaities
their Feliroment from the vest of it, |avarian and XLIind Divisions, swept lso far had been about 3.000.

while their moenver «s of rested |the barrage from the batferies of the! Against the most desperate oppost-

sth, Gth and Tth Regiments of Fileld
Artillery, of Col. T. L. Holbrook's Ist
Artillery Brigade, strengthened by a
unmber of French batteries.

Tehind the charging troops lay the
decp cut ravine hetween the villages of
Nt Plerre-Algle and Laversine, on the
eastern edge of which were the trenches
which they had taken over from 8 bri
gade of the Morocean Division only the
night before on entering the sector from
Cantigny. Ahead of them, across the
platean, appeared, successively, the
church steeples of the villages of Missy-
sux-Rols, Plolsy and Berzy-le-Sce, with
the trees lining the Solssons-Paris high-
way cutling across the open ground he-
tween the former two villages. BEvery
one uf these places, with others, the
division had been ordered to take, and
it hind been ordered to reach that day
a position astride the Solssons.Parls
road, involving &n advance of at least
five kilometers.

Iroeps Wi
thivkening :
om the purt of

e reduesd 1o o fons, and

of offvnsive intentions
the Biritish and Freneh
armies furiher north and west
compelling them (o hold most of th
treops mmoblle beliind the frent agminst
possible fieed  in these gquurters. In
short, the German offepsive gme was
up. amt they konew H.

tion the Amer s were relenflessly ap-
prouching Be o-fee, the capture of
which would mean to the Germans that
the Soissons-Oulchy-le-Chfiteau railway
aml the Soissons-Chitesu Thierry high-
way could no longer be used for trans-
portation Into the Marne salient from
the ruilhead of Soissons. It wonld mean,
in short, that the sallent was lost.
Knowing this only too well, the cnemy
during the night thrust inte the line
covering the village and its all-important
helghts still another diviston, the XLVIth
Reserve, On their part the staff of the
20th French Corps, finding that the
153rd Division was still some distance
from it, directed the 1st United States
to take Be e-Sec at 2 o'cleck next
day, for which purpose the 2nd Rrigade
was reinforeed by a battalion from the
divisional reserve.
Forward to Fierce Struggiec

At the appointed time, following a
furious barrage of two hours by the
divisional ariillery, the troops went for-
ward. ‘There followed a struggle as
ferocious and protracted as any in the
annals of the American Army. Time

The American Share
Weoomny now trace more ol
taken by the
aehieving the ma
outlined,  From left o vizht the Amer-
fean divisions which participated in the
stroke on the mearning of July 18 were
the Isi, the 2nd nmd the 2610, The Ist
amd 2nd were a short distanee south of
*he Aisne and formed, with the French
isth, 60th and st Morovenn Divisions,
the 20th  Freael Corps of the 0k
Frenel Army. North of the 20th Corps
four divigions of the Ist French Army

the part
dong in
resnlts above

extended tn the Alsne, forming the ex-
LEIE N

pose] for e
i

Two Kilometers in an Hour
They made n good beginning. By 5:30
a.n., that is, in a trifie less than an hour
after starting, they had overrun two

treme left flank of the

The 2L Corpx was
tion with the 1st United
on the left. the I=t Morocean Di

mp eenter and lhg 2nd nited kilometers of the maze of trenches and {after lime throughout the afternoon
Pivision on the rl:]ll. each having a {wire which the Germans had been 1abo- Jand night the lines surged back and
frant of ahout two kilometers, while the |rionsly constructing on this ground dur- j forth in attack uand counter-nitack,

BSih and thih Freneh Divisions were in
reserve,
Routh of the 20th Corps came

ing the pust six weeks, and had covered
nearly half the distance across the open

machine gun nests were taken and re-
taken, and the opposing infantry grap-

aceess | tableinnd to Missy-nux-Bols. Two hours {pled one anotlier with bayonets and
fvely in the hattie front two divisions of later the second objectlve line, running ftrench knives, grenades and clubbed
the 301th Corps, th divisions of thoe [{rom Crevauncon Farm to the eastern |rifles.
Tith Corps, two d jonx of the 2nd ledge of the ravine at the head of which At length, early on the morning of

Corps and two divizions of the Tth Corps
betore the next eorps contnining United
$tates troops was reached.

This was the Tst United States Corps,
wnder command of Maj. Gen. Tunier
Liggett. Je had assumed command on
July 4, with his own complote corps staff
of American oflicers. and It is worthy of
note that this was the ficst American
staff organization of & unit as large as
2 corps which had fanetioned since the
clore of {he Civil War. In his corps. at
the moment, General Liggett had the
167th Froneh Division on the left and
the 26th United States Division on the
right. Next in line came the 38th French
Corps with the 39th French Division on
the left, alongside the 26th  TUnifed
States, and the drd United States Divi-
sion on the right, followed suceessively
Ly four divisions of the 3rd Corps. three
divisions of the 1st Colonial Corps, four
divisions of the Hth Corps, three divi-
stons of the 2nd Ftalian Corps, and four
divisions of the Ist African Colonial
orps, which carried the line to beyond
Reims.

lies Missy-unx-Rois, had been atfained.
thongh not without a sharp struggle for
the 28th and 26th Infantry in Missy-
aux-Bois and the ravine,

Excepting for this struggle, the first
four and one-half kilometers of the ad-
cance had Dbeen conquered very quickly
and at light cost in casualties, and a
{arge number of guos and machine guns
nad been tuken. But now the enemy,
recovered from his first surprise and
inrgely reinforeed from his rear lines,
vegun to fight more tenaclously. Though
the 1S$ih Infantry was able to push to
amd cven beyond its third objective, the
village of Chandnn, the 26th and 28th
sould not get across the Soisso
voud, on {he platean between the ra
v-nux-Bois and Ploisy, beesuse of
nse machine gun fire
their rear from the lower reache
tormer ravine which the . 153rd ¥
Divislon, to the left, *pd been unable t
QTOSS, :
From this time forwyrd, in fuct, the
latter divislon had grogt @aifliculty in
keeping abreast, owing.fo the fact that

the 21st, when his oflicers had nearly all
fallen killed or wounded and when his
men,  exhiausted  but still determined,
had dropped back for a brief respite,
Gen. Beanmont I. Buck, the brigade
connnsnder, walking along his front be-
neath the -hail of the encmy’s five, per-
sonanlly directed the formation of the
Hne for a Iast supreme effort and then
hims=elf Icd the first wave as it rose up
and rolled towiurd amd into and over
the smoking ruins of the village, en-
sulfing there a battery of field gans,
Jdozens of machine gung and hundreds
of prisoners.

The victory was won. To the right
the Ist Brigade had slready overrun the
Kolszons-Chittean-Thierry road and now,
five kilometers uaway to the northward,
down the valley of the Crise, the eity
and railrond yards of Soissons lay open
to artillery firc from the heighis of
Berzy-le-See. The rest of that day and
the next were spent in cleaning up the
ravines, working down to the railway
embankments and consolidating the
positions. During the night of ‘July 22

¢ j oners,

s in attack toward Solssons-Chateau-Thierry road

i5th Scottish Division, of the Britlsh
Army, and withdraw to Dammartin,
northeast of Paris, where by the 27th it
was resting in cantonmonts,

‘Not a Man Captured

It had suffered 7,000 casunities, of
whom nof one was captured. Sixty per
cent of its infantry officers had Dbeen
killed or wounded, the 16th and 18th
Infantrics cach losing all their field of-
ficers excopt the colonels, while the 26th
Infuntiry was commanded by a caplain
of less than two rears’ experlence. But
—in addition to the German killed and
wounded--it had captured 3,500 pris-
including 125 officers; 68 ficld
guns and quantities of maehine guns,
mmmmunition and matlerfal and it had
advanced 11 kilometers in four days
against the untiring efforts of parts or
all of seven different German divisions,
and broken the hinge of the enemy’s de-
fensive line between the Alsne and the
Marne,

The m
States D

taken by the 2nd United
m in the counter-offensive
was perhaps as brief and certainly as
breathless as that of any division,
Amerienn or French, which participated
in the memorable struggle, The cir
cumsiances of s approach march, its
and ils battle were so typieally

orican  that ihey savor more of
Khiloh, Chickamauga or Spottsylvania

Court House than of lucidents of Buro-
pean warfare.

The 2nd Division, whose regimental
units were the same as during its fight-
ing aroumd Bourdschies and the Bois de
Dellean in June, but whose commander
wias now Mnj. Gen. James G. Harbord,
was relieved from it wpport position in
the sector northwest of Chitean-Thierry
on the nighi of July 16-17 and taken
by motor bus to Marellly near the west:
ern  side of the Foéret de Villers-
Cotferets, the horse and motor-tirawn
traasport going to the snme vielnity by
marching.

In the Forest

Shortly after arrival there on the
morning of the 1Tih, orders were re-
ceived for an attack to be delivited at
4:35 o'clock next morning on the en-
emy's front along the eastern edge of
the forest, which Intier is an immense
tract of very heavy timber, 10 or 12
kilometers wide at the point where the
onpd Division was approaching it and in-
terseeled in every direction by & maze
of main and woodland roads.

Confusion in directions received from

vartous sources as to the proper roads
to follow resulted in the froops becom-
ing more or less scatlered through the
woots and enfangled with the maxs of
trausport, American and French, whieh,
because the forest gave concealment
from airplane observation, was con-
gested thers bebind the divisions going
to the attack.
Fixtra ammunition and other supplies
nad to be issued to the troops; com-
manding officers had to receive at least
hasty sketch maps and sufficient instrue-
tions to know wlere they were and what
they were expecfed to do.

But by the time these essentlal pre-
ltminaries had been atiended to in ever
part of the division, night had {allen.
With darkness a heavy rain set in, and
under the forest trees the night became
<o black that one could not sec a pace
ahead and the advancing troops seemed
hopelessly blocked aund delayed by the
endless columns of wagons and trucks
filling the roads. Officers of the line
and staff, regimental commanders, en-
tisted men, worked madiy. searching for
and then directing or guiding confused
companies or battalions toward (their
Jumping off places. - -

As zero hour, 4:35 a.m., approached,
it seemed that the assaulting line could
by no human possibility be in place in
time. But it was. Somehow the troops
stumbloed and dedged and ran, and Boun-
dered their way along the Roule du
Fnite aud the Laie des Tétes Salmon
and the Paris-Maubeuge highway and
the Route de Verri and the Route du
Chapeau des Cordeliers and a seore of
other roads nnd by-roads into the very
northeastern corner of the dripping
forest, and when, with the streaks of
morning, the artillery barrage came
down wih a8 crash on the encmy's
trenchies, the first line battalions of the
23rd Infantry, on the right, the 9th
Infuntry and the 5th Marines on the
eft. went over behind it, breathless and
slaggering from two or three kilometers
of double time to reach their places at
the appointed second, bui still active
enough to shoot or bayenet or caplure
the first dazed Germans upon whom they
hurled themselves, like specters coming
out of the dawn. :

The Second’s Path

Their sector, starting in the edge of
the forest between Chavigny Farm, on
the right, and the Carrefour des Four-
neanx, on the left, ron stralght away
northeast for about three Lkilometers
aver open, rolling country across Yerte
Feunille. and Reaurepaire Farms. Then,
swinging sharply to the right with the
il just west of Vauxcastille as pivot.
and nparrowing gradualiy to”a breadth
of less than two kilometers, it went ecast
and slightly south across the ravine of
Vauscastitle and  that of the Bois
T.conore, north of it; the ravine and
village of Vierzy where. on the high-
land, it nlso crossed the longest tuunel
of the railway line between Solssons and
Parjs; and then, still {raversing length-
wise a high, fiat ridge of the uplands

It is noticeable that at or nenr thetwo'it was obliged to sitack these .deep lthe 1st Division was relleved by the

devoid of buildings but intersbcted by

varlous farm roads, it crossed the maln
Soigsons-Chitteaw-Thicrry
tween the villages of Taux and Earten-
nes and terminated in the Bois d'Har-
tennes.

Although the German counier-barrage
opened promptly and although, owing to
their precipitate advauce, the infantry
had neither machine guns nor hand or
rifle grenades, Major Fechet's 2nd Bat-
talion, leading the 28rd Infantry, with
only rifles for weapons, was on its first
objective, which inecluded Beaurepaire
Farm, 15 winules after going over. and
the leading battalions of the 9th Infan-
try and the $th Marines reached their
objectives at practically the same time.
By € o'clock streams of prisoners were
already being conducied to the rear, and
at T Col. Paul B. Malone, of the 20rd
Tnfantry, trying to keep up- with his
men, on arriving at Beaurepaire Farm
to establish a new post of command.
found that they had already disappeared
over the hill in front, in the direction
of Vauxcastiile. This village, on ibeir
second objective, the 2nd Battalion had,
in fact, occupied at 6:15, leaving behind
them on their headlong course, in the
vicinity of Beaurepaire and eclsewhere.
several batterics of caplured field guns

highway be-J}

THE HOT SPRINGS OF ARKANSAS EXTENDS ITS

GREETINGS T0 THE A.E.F.

AMERICA'S GREATEST HEALTH RESORT THE YEAR AROUND

The Army and Navy Hospital of tbe U.S. Government Located Thera
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and a camplete hangar with large quan-
tities of gasoline. .

On Plateau Above Vierzy

Swinging now fo the new direction,
cast by south, and with the 1st Moroe-
can Division keeping abreast on the left
as 1t headed for Lechelle and the ravines
beyond, and the 38th French n
keeping abreast on -the right toward
Montremboenf Farm, the 2nd Division
plunged into the ravine of the Dois
Leonore and Vauxcasiille, crossed its
marshy woods and the embankment of
the Soissons-Paris raflway, after a brief
put terrible struggle with German infan-
try and machine gunners, and by 9:30
am. was on the platenu overlooking
Vierzy.

The western extromity of this village
wis taken immediately thereafter with
a large number of prisoners, including,
it was reported, a major gencral, bal.
though* surrounded on the north, west
and pirtly on the south the cuemy con-
tinued to hiold-out bravely in the rest
of the village and also in the wnsubdued
nests and dugouts of the Vanxcasiille
ravine, where the mopping-up froops of
the support waves were encouniering
stubborn resistance.

The American casoalties had alrcady
been severe, but now they hecame still
more so. The batteries of the 2nd Bat-
talion of the 15th Ficld Artillery came
up to close action {o combut the torrent

]
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LYON & HEALY Musical Instruments
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WORLD'S LARGEST XUSIC HQUSE

Y

of shells which the enemy’s guns just

east of Vierzy were seniding over. and
little by iittle through the afternoon the
rear waves of the infantry were fed into
the front line to take the places of those
who fell.

During this time of bliter and dis-
jointed fighting it was that many men
in all the regiments engaged showed ex-
{raordinary hereism in the rushing and
eapturing of machine gun nests, a5 was
done by Sgi. Louis Cukela, of the Hth
AMarines. who, having no hand grenades
of his own, caplured some German ones,
worked his way alone to the rear of an
enemy strong point that was bolding vp
his line, rushed it with grenades, and
captured two machine guns and four wen.

Saved His Captain’s Life

it was in this vicinity that Cpl J.
Tickner, 9th Infantry, himself wounded,
assisied his wounded cuptain to walk
forward and direct the attack of their
compuny until & shell took off tle ofii-
cer's leg and again wounded Tickner,
who thereupon, nothing daunted, com-
pelled five German prisoners to carry
the capinin back four kilomefers to a

owne |
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“bon jour!”

first aid station, thus saving his Jife.

Angd it was near Vierzy, too, that Sgt.
Ilerenles Korgis, 23rd Infantry, lived up |~
to the reputation of his given name by
walking into a large dugout, extracting
therefrom six German officers and 200
soldiers and marching them baek, under
a small escort, to the regimental prison
cago, obliging {hem {o police the feld of
wounded men on the way.

Although the troops had been without
food and almost without water all day,
at aboui G:30 o’clock in the cvening the
advince was resumed in the direction of
the Bois d'Hartennes, a renewed cffort
aguinst Vierzy being included in fhe
attack. The Yih and 23rd Infantry went
forward, the Iatter supported by 18
French tanks and a battalion of Moroe-
eans which had crossed the sector from
the leff. By 8 o'clock, against stubborn
apposition, ‘espeeially In the way of In-
tense arfillery and machine gun fice, the
line had progressed about two kilome-
ters, the 9th Infantry Iying on the plat-
eau sonth of Charantigny and the 23vd
ahout midway between Vierzy and
Tigny, but with its right curving to the
southwest so as fo present the whole
front as a pronounced salient across the
open ground, with the epemy on ihe east
und south of it.

Engincers Go Through

Vierzy had finally been captured, but
all the ground traversed by the atlack
was covered with wounded, and no fur-
ther progress could be made that night.
The American troops, such of them us
remained, dug themselves in, and the
next morning the 2nd Engineers, fol-
jowing the Engineers’ prerogative of
digging all night and fighting all day,
adveneed through the remnanis of ihe
oth Infantry and the OGth Marines,
through those of the 23rd Infantry, and
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af 7 o'clock drove forward again more

than two kilometers to Tigny, where, on
the edge of the Bois d'Tlarfennes and:
less thun a kilometer west of the Sois-
sons-Chitteau-Thierry highway, the de-
pleted American units were brought to
a stop, but entrenched themselves, and,
aided by the men of the machine gun
pattalion, held every inch of their gaing,
It was now evident that even the
extraordinary driving power of the 2nd
Division was exhausted, for it was re-
duced to little more than half its erig-
natl strength, the 28rd Infantry, for ex-
ample, having only 37 officers and 1,478
enlisted men left ont of 99 officers and
3,400 enlisted men, while the troops had
received no cooked food since leaving
Montreuil-aux-Lions, on the night of
July 16. ¥t was relieved, accordingly,
by the HSth French Division during the
night of the 19th-20th, rested wuntil noon
the next day in the forest, and then
marched to St. Etienne, where it
bivouaced until at 7 a.m. on July 21

Spewed out of the woods in the gray
dawning, the 2nd Division had advanced
eight kilometers in 26 hours and one of

its regiments, the 23rd, alone bad taken
prisoner 75 officers and 2,100 men from
11 different German regiments helonging
to the XIVéh Reserve, the XLIInd, the
XLVIIth, the XLVth and the CXVth
German Divisions, besides capturing two
batteries of 150mm. field guns, five bat-
teries of T7mm., one battery of 210mm.,
about 100 machine guns and 15000
rounds of T7mm. ammunition. No avail-
able information gives the prisoners and
booty taken by the rest of the division,
but at least 878 more prisoners were
captured, and the division had contrib-
uted its full share toward giving to the
Murne salient a place in Prussian his-

tory beside that of Jena.
{To Be Contlnued)
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